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FACULTY

Teaching the craft of law
on the
students’ side
ate Rowan has stood in front
of UB School of Law classes
as an adjunct professor and
worked one-on-one with law
students needing academic
coaching.
In her new role as an instructor in
the school’s Legal Analysis, Writing
and Research program, she’ll do
both – working with students from
their first semester to learn the
rudiments of the lawyer’s craft.
Rowan, a summa cum laude
graduate of Temple University’s
Beasley School of Law, began
teaching for UB School of Law in
2013. A big part of her portfolio has
included providing academic
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A return
engagement
n old dictum says, “Good
writing is good thinking.”
And so for first- and
second-year law students
especially, learning to think like a
lawyer means learning the craft of
legal writing.
“We’re not just teaching writing in
a vacuum,” says Cynthia Swann,
who joins the School of Law faculty
this fall as an instructor in the Legal
Analysis, Writing and Research
program. “We’re the folks who first
introduce students to legal thinking,
logical thinking, how to structure
and make arguments, how to
marshal evidence.”
Swann comes to UB from the
Indiana Tech Law School, where in
addition to subject-matter courses

A

support,
especially to
first-year
students,
working with
them on their
writing, and
improving their
studying and testtaking skills.
As part of that role, she also has
been working with the international
students who populate the school’s
master of laws programs, to introduce them to the U.S. legal system.
“That has been a tremendous
learning experience for me,” she
says, “to learn from them about
different legal systems and modes of
legal analysis and ways of writing.”
She has also taught several
courses, including a skills class called
Interviewing, Counseling and

she taught legal
writing. Coming
to UB, she says,
in a sense brings
her full circle –
she did her
undergraduate
work at Buffalo,
where she was Phi
Beta Kappa and
graduated summa cum laude with a
bachelor’s degree in English.
She went on to earn master’s
degrees in English and in curriculum
and instruction, before earning her
law degree from Georgetown
University Law Center. She
practiced civil litigation for more
than 20 years at two Washington,
D.C., firms, and then embarked on
a university teaching career.
“I knew that teaching was what I
would end up doing,” Swann says. “I
feel like now I’m getting the best of
both worlds.”

Negotiating, as well as
the third-semester LAWR
course. For UB’s English
department, she taught
a Literature and the Law
class that “paired novels,
short stories, plays and
poems dealing with legal
questions with statutes and
Supreme Court cases.”
Now, as a LAWR instructor, she’ll
be able to work with first-year law
students to lay the groundwork for
their success in law school.
She can tell stories from her own
career. After her law school
graduation, Rowan clerked for a
federal appellate judge and a U.S.
District Court judge in eastern
Pennsylvania. She then practiced
litigation with a Philadelphia firm for
three years before her move to
Buffalo.

At Indiana Tech, her
legal writing course
was based on an
experiential model.
Students were
assigned hypothetical
cases that touched on
basic areas of legal
content, and worked on
aspects of those cases
throughout the curriculum. The goal
was to teach them how to think
through a legal problem, research
and write about it effectively, and
work well with clients.
It’s an approach that fits well
with UB School of Law’s goal of
seamlessly combining theory with
elements of legal practice.
And it’s another reason Swann
says she’s glad to be returning to
UB. “I’m really, really thrilled to be
coming back,” she says. “I can’t think
of anything else I’d rather be doing.”

